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AFRICA* INTELLIGENCE SIDELIGKPS 



BEVlE'f'^EP'- 




I« In ccainection with one of the policy papers for ccMisideration 
at tod^»s meeting, there are some intelligence sidelights which 
illustrate the important trends in Africa south of the 
Sahara* 

A* These trends are the growing seriousness of racial 
problems, the accelerated pace of nationalist demands 
for early independence, and the^'~~ B a ^wt'^ Interest in Africa 
shown by the Soviet Union* 


II* In the Biigian Congo, which has been virtually free 
^Fracial or nationalist disturbances, serious riots broke 
out on 16 jTine after a football game between an all-white 
and all-Congoleeeet earns* 

A, As a result of stoning and jeering, the European 
settlers ^a^»|M»e»ta^ panicked* They bought up the local 
supply of firearms, tried to punish some innocent native 
houseboys, and talked in terms of the end of Belgian inile* 

B* The government flew in an experienced police chief 
from Belgium, armed the police with pistols and tear gas 
bombs, and cannelled all football matches for the rest 
of June* h^CKdauhi (ietu. - 

C* The Belgians ^a^^r oe e t^ ^ligrant ed basic rights 
to Congolese labor unions and^plan to permit limited 
voting Africans in municipal elections* 

III* Biere the Africans have gained a taste of authority, 

they have stepped up their demands for complete independence* 
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some top French officials foresee independence for that 
area in from two to five years* 

B* T^e more autonony the French grant, the more the 
Africans want* The Africans are already acting like 
the real rulers, and they are not being opposed ty 
French officials# 

I\r« British East Africa, nationalists are demanding more 

representation in local government* 

A* In Kenya, Africans have refused since li^ch to take 

ds 

their seats in the o il iectid Council of Ministers un l ess 
McJ their representatior)^ la’Tiicreased. 

B* In Uganda, in response to nationalist pressures 
for early independency the British have agreed to 

—I J7 f ^ 

koB^direct ^flislativ^ electdTonslhext year* 

V* Despite rebuffs, the Soviet Union continues to try to 

expand its influence in the African continent* 

heavily 

A* The Bloc was xbIA represented at Ghana's independence 


celebration in March, and the Communists are still tzylng 
to establish diplomatic relatlcms with Ghana and with 

Uberia. '\AjJiV ^ 
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B* Over 100 African students, many of them contacted 
by Conmiunists in Paris and London, attended the World 
youth Festival in Moscow* 

C« Soviet academic Journals have recently published 
a spate of articles about Africa* 
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